
Truro cycle transport - mapping and suggestions
By Transition Truro 

Preface
This document has been produced by Transition Truro in response to a consultation exercise
being undertaken by Cormac Solutions Ltd.  Consultation responses will be fed into a feasibility
study being carried out by Cormac on behalf of Cornwall Council to create new cycle routes
and/or improve existing facilities for cyclists in and around Truro.

Objective

● map the main destinations in Truro that have a potential to attract people to cycle and consider
the accessibility of these places for cyclists

● identify problem spots and missing links along the potential access routes
● draft short-term and long-term solutions for the above

Introduction

Cycling is currently not a hugely popular means of transport in Truro, although its increasing
popularity can be observed. While due to geographical constraints - steep gradients - Truro will
never become a real cycling city, there are many opportunities to encourage more people to use
a bike thus improving the environment and people’s health. Even geography can be beaten by
spreading the use of  electric  bikes,  but  currently the biggest  problem is  the car dominated
transport system of Truro.  This needs to be better balanced to devote more room for walking
and cycling.

When mapping and addressing problems, it  is advisable to firstly identify issues that can be
solved with few resources in a limited time frame, such as cycle racks and opening one-way
streets  in  two  directions.  At  the  same  time,  however,  other  interventions  requiring  more
resources and longer implementation should also be sketched for the future.

When making a place cycle friendly, many decision makers forget about communication, which
is an essential part of increasing the share of cycling. People who are used to a certain way of
moving around and have set routes might not realise that there are other opportunities out there
even if a lot has been spent on them.

Overview and observations

Truro is a unique place in Britain when considering its importance compared to its size.   A
county city  with  around  20,000  residents  has  advantages  as  well  as  disadvantages  for  its
transport network. The arrival  of  a huge number of commuters every day,  mostly in private
vehicles,  places a significant burden on Truro.  However, getting around within the city is easy
on foot or by bike because of the short distances and the concentration of major destinations.
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These two facts are not in harmony today.  The traffic created by commuters deters people from
using other, more sustainable means of transport, making the majority of people use a car to get
around.

Because of  steep gradients  in  some directions  there is  more potential  to  spread the cycle
network along the valleys of Truro’s rivers: within the centre, towards and from Newham, Malpas
Road Estate, Rosedale and Coosebean/Kenwyn. With a more widespread use of electric bikes,
this can be extended to other areas of the town. Of course, with today’s multi-gear bicycles
these gradients can be climbed and these areas should be part of the cycle network.

Currently  there  is  some signposting  for  national  cycle  routes  and  the Coosebean  path  but
directions would be much more clear and concise if  Truro developed a local cycle network
branding and signage, available on maps as well.

Below we have attempted to map the state of cycling in Truro and suggest some solutions.
Under heading 1 we have described the cycling infrastructure in the historic centre. Then the
existing and potential  routes leading from and to the central  area are examined as well  as
National  Cycle  Routes  in  Truro.  Heading  5  sets  out  some  essential  suggestions  for
communication.

We have drafted some suggestions: those that can be implemented quickly, without high costs
are highlighted yellow. The ones needing more time and funds are highlighted blue.

The mapping and suggestions are also summarized on a map, which is available under this link.
Right click on the routes/symbols to read further text.  A photo album with comments is available
under this link.

1. Cycle facilities in the historic centre and the station

a) Cycle parking

Parking your bicycle is essential when using it as a means of transport, especially when using
local businesses, which are concentrated in the historical centre.

While  cycle racks are available on Lemon Quay, at High Cross, Union Place and The Leats,
there are a lack of them in other locations with relevant need. We recommend installing cycle
racks on Boscawen St, Victoria Sq, Royal Cornwall Museum, Pydar St etc. See the map for
suggestions.

A covered cycle shelter is needed at the station where long-term cycle parking is common and
another one might be useful at the eastern end of The Leats where currently there are some
uncovered cycle racks.
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Businesses should be encouraged to install  cycle parking facilities as conditions for  cycling
improve and/or the number of cyclists increase in Truro. There are some good examples: e.g.
Sainsbury’s has installed a covered cycle parking facility - however, that is not the case for all
businesses. Cycle parking is non-existant at Staples, Halfords (!), Truro Bowl, and misplaced
and below standard at Tesco.

b) Cycling around the centre

The  one-way  system makes  it  cumbersome to  cycle  in  certain  directions,  despite  it  being
maintained  to  channel  vehicular  traffic.  To  that  end,  cycling  should  be  bidirectional in  the
following streets: New Bridge St, High Cross, Kenwyn St and the lower part of Lemon St, the
latter  one  needing  some  intervention  because  of  the  flowerbeds  making  the  roadway  too
narrow.

New Bridge St is wide enough for counterflow cycle traffic

Clarity  is  needed around  the  use of  the  Piazza by cyclists.  ‘Cyclists  dismount’ sign  at  the
entrance to the underpass implies cycling is allowed on the piazza.  However, it is not clear
where/if cyclists can enter the piazza from the Lemon Street direction ie, along Back Quay and
Lemon Quay which are no entry points for vehicles. Better signage is needed to indicate access
points.  As a minimum it is recommended that cyclists should be allowed to access the Piazza
from Lemon Street via Back Quay.

The  underpass  should  be  accessible  to  mounted  cyclists through  either  cyclist/pedestrian
separation  lines  or  perhaps  ‘priority  to  pedestrians’  signs.  The  latter  could  be  a  general
approach on the Piazza as a whole.
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2. Main cycling routes linking the centre of Truro to the outskirts

a) Route to the train station and Treliske

The  Coosebean  Cycle  Path  has  improved  significantly  the  cycling  opportunities  between
Highertown/Tresawls Road and the centre. However, there are some issues which prevent if
from being considered as an ideal cycle route:

● Western end of cycle path: on the way to the hospital and to Truro College there are some
dangerous and/or not so cycle friendly junctions; the pedestrian and cycle path is crowded with
pedestrians around bus stops

● Path leading to hospital: existing signposting only for pedestrians; sign to dismount at one-way
section; lack of cycle parking facilities.  Signposting should be improved and  route should be
made cycle friendly within the hospital area.

● Link to railway station: according to current signposting, the route’s link to the train station is via
a footbridge where one has to carry the bicycle up multiple steps. Let’s imagine a cyclist touring
with a full load and following the signs - and suddenly being confronted with the large number of
steps.

○ The proposed link through the area of Network Rail should be implemented - why was the idea
dropped?

○ Until this link is built, a rail should be placed along the steps of the footbridge on both sides to
help cyclists push their bicycle up and down the steps.

● Frances St/St George’s Rd junction: safety of junction should be improved by making right turn
from Frances St easier.  Although this may not be a ’quick fix’ it is an important issue to be
addressed early on to ensure a safe link between the centre and the Coosebean cycle path and
railway station

● Bus lane on Frances St should be opened for cyclists, with road markings before the Edward St
junction to position cyclists on the right of the lane

● General comment: because lack of communication the route is not well known among potential
users - more promotion needed

b) Route to Boscawen Park Recreation Grounds and beyond to Malpas

This  is  a  key  route  to  well  used  recreational  facilities  which  due  to  its  flat  nature  and
relatively short distance makes it an ideal cycle route.  Serious consideration needs to be
given to how this route can be improved for cyclists.

Malpas Rd is relatively safe for cycling: however, there is  potential for a separate path along
the riverbank. What poses a more severe obstacle to accessing Boscawen Park Recreation
Grounds is the Trafalgar roundabout where a solution is needed.  We understand that a
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safey audit of the new layout of the roundabout will shortly be undertaken.  We recommend
that safe access to and use of the roundabout by cyclists is considered as part of this audit.

Route to Malpas Road through the Piazza underpass and via pavement on Morlaix Avenue:
This route is currently used informally by cyclists who are not confident enough to tackle
Trafalgar  roundabout.  As  a  short  term  solution  pending  improved  access  via  Trafalgar
roundabout or as a long term alternative, consideration should be given to  improving this
route, e.g. by creating a joint cylce/pedestrian path along the pavement, erecting a physical
barrier between pavement and the fast moving traffic on Morlaix Avenue and creating a safe
access onto Malpas Road in the vicinity of the Radio Cornwall offices. 

c) Route to Newham and Newham Railway Trail

Newham, besides linking in NCN no. 3 to the Roseland, gives access to Newham Industrial
Park and the Newham Railway Trail. However, the signposted route along Newham Rd is not
safe: there are some dangerously narrow sections near Tesco. Consideration needs to be given
to how the route can be made safer: by widening the existing path or by calming traffic and
introducing advisory cycle lanes on the roadway.

NCN no. 3 along Newham Rd – meeting another cyclist here could be a problem

● Safety of cycling on Newham Rd to be improved – this is crucial to improve the link to the
Newham Railway trail and to encourage more commuters to cycle to what is now an important
employment centre at Newham Industrial Park

● Newham Railway Trail road surface is not suitable for cycling during wet weather:  stabilisation
needed
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● Potential bridge at the flood locks: opportunity to reroute the access to Newham through Malpas
Rd

d) Route to Shortlanesend

There is a missing link between the beginning of the Shortlanesend cycle path and the cycling
network of Truro: possible link through Knights Hill and public byway through Epiphany House
estate and onto Higher Trehaverne - see point g).

Consideration could also be given to creating a link from the footpath which leads from the
bottom of Knights Hill to Kenwyn Hill. Could this be a dual pedestrian/cycle route to the point
where the footpath joins a further path which leads down onto Chainwalk Drive.

e) Route to Penair School and Tresillian

Assessment  of  routing  needed  through  Beechwood  Parc:  possible  signposting  through
Campfield Hill / Carvoza Rd / Mitchell Hill / Tremorvah Wood Lane / Chellew Rd / Trebarth Rd /
Trelander East Highway / St Clement’s Hill.

f) Route to Trispen

The shortest route (4.2 mi) on the A39 is unsafe; the alternative route through Idless is 6.1 mi,
45% longer. However, installing a cycle path on only 1.2 mi of the route from the junction north
of the crematorium to the service road to St Erme would shorten this to 4.4 mi. From Trispen
there are safe roads to reach Mitchell as well. We recommend an assessment on the viability of
this infrastructure.

g) Rosedale cycle route

Access from the town centre to this cycle route,  across St Clements street and into Oak Way
needs to be improved (e.g. by installing a cycle lane on St Clements street between Union
Place and Moresk Road).
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The cycle route ends in Rosedale abruptly

Consideration  needs  to  be given  to  extending  the  cycle  route  at  its  northern  end (next  to
Rosedale recreation ground) into Bishops Close. This is currently pedestrian access only with a
metal kissing gate at the entrance to Bishops Close. There appears sufficient ground to widen
the  path  for  dual  use.  This  would  then  create  an  onward  link  to  both  Idless  and  to
Shortlanesend, the latter possibly via Higher Trehaverne / Epiphany House / Knights Hill. 

4. National Cycle Network routes in Truro

a) NCN no. 3

Link to the station through Bosvigo Rd - junction with Richmond Hill is unsafe, improvement
needed.

b) NCN no. 32

Section on St Clements Road - see 3. g).

5. Communication

Communication is as important as physical changes in making a city cycle friendly. Citizens
need to be informed about new or less straightforward possibilities of using a bicyle through
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maps,  leaflets,  events  and  the  like.  The  following  suggestions  would  significantly  improve
communication:

● Local cycling network: routes, signs, branding.
● Truro cycling map: three distribution methods are suggested: an outdoor map on Boscawen St,

a  printed  version  distributed  through  the  Council’s  services/at  one  stop  shops  and  local
retailers/businesses/health centres; and an online one.

● Promotion of electic bikes: to encourage cycling for those who cannot cope with the gradients,
e-bikes should be promoted among the public.

6. Conclusion

Having looked at the potential of cycling in Truro and the possible interventions to improve that,
a  number  of  low cost  suggestions  have  been  collected  as  well  as  identifying  more  costly
infrastructure projects. The low cost suggestions: cycle racks, minor changes in traffic layout,
minor  improvements  to existing  routes,  signage,  and communication  could  be implemented
without major funds.   However, these cheaper interventions need to be seen as part of a  wider
programme of works to ensure a comprehensive improvement to the cycling network in and
around Truro. 

Screenshot of the map with the suggestions

Transition Truro, November 2013
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